
HALIFAX TOWN BUDGET 
& TAXES FY25
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MUTUAL PERSPECTIVE

LOCAL TAXES ARE A REFLECTION OF OUR 
SHARED COMMUNITY VALUES AND NEEDS

SCHOOLS

TRANSPORTATION

CARING & CONNECTION
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ABOUT US

Lots of roads

(Most unpaved)

Not a large tax base
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EXPLAINING THE 
PROCESS

Å BASIC FLOW: 

Å Selectboard proposes town budget crafted in 

Open Meetings (November - January)

Å Voters can change it but ultimately a budget must 

pass (March @ Town Meeting)

Å Additional data to finalize a tax rate is given to 

Town Clerk/Treasurer by the State and the 

Selectboard signs the rate (July)

Å Taxes due Sept. 30th per town meeting vote

Å School tax follows a parallel then converging path

Å Other factors are your own assessed value; status as 

resident/non- resident; overall value of property in 
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HOW IT 

UNFOLDED

Error noted when 

creating 2024 budget 

article:

Last year we subtracted 

one number from 

another, when they 

should have been added 
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EVENT DATE Detail at:

First budget 

meeting

November 28, 

2023

https://halifaxvt.com/november -28-

2023-selectboard-special-meeting-

minutes/

Error 

discovered

January 23, 

2024

https://halifaxvt.com/selectboard/meetin

g-minutes/january-23-2024-

selectboard-special-meeting-minutes/

Error & 

remedy

January 25, 

2024

https://halifaxvt.com/selectboard/meetin

g-minutes/january-25-2024-

selectboard-special-meeting-minutes/

Mtg for public 

awareness

February 12, 

2024

https://halifaxvt.com/selectboard/meetin

g-minutes/february-12-2024-

selectboard-special-meeting-minutes/

Info 

Mtg/Town 

Meeting

February 28/ 

March 5, 2024

https://halifaxvt.com/february -27-2024-

halifax- informational - hearing-meeting-

minutes/
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TRANSPOSITION 

ERROR IN MARCH 

2023 MEANT WE 

,6,?ĚO COLLECT 

ENOUGH TAXES 

IN FY24 TO 

COVER THE LINE 

ITEMS IN THE 

BUDGET. 

ARTICLE 4 SHOULD HAVE BEEN:

Shall the Town approve Selectboard and Highway 

expenditures of $1,469,126 of which $1,250,626 

shall be raised by taxes and $218,500 by non- tax 
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(Note: $100K for gravel ADDED to budget from the 

floor.)
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GETTING FROM $218,500 TO 180,797
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FY24 BUDGET

Note the Reserve 

Articles, some of which 
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designated for specific 

purposes.
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ANOTHER TOWN BUDGET VIEW

Raise and Appropriate Amount Ł jtqql­l hl }¢¢|® }t|lü

FY25 with revenue shortfall added ($180K) $1,962,296

FY24 (R&A base & $100K gravel added) $1,350,626 45.3%

FY24 with  new reserve articles $ $1,679,317 16.9%

3XÊÌ ±¢±_} tq ®s¢­±q_}} s_j Ě± s_ªªl lj
$1,897,817 

3.4%

Reality still is: $1,962,296 16.9%
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TAX RATE 

INCREASE
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WHAT NOW?
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Å Pay as much as you can by September 30 to 

reduce the interest and penalty fees

Å Come to budget meetings

Å If eligible, register and vote

Å Pitch in and run for office

Å Deerfield Valley News is seeking a reporter

Å Selectboard has updated the budget spreadsheets to 

more explicitly calculate the numbers for the warning

Å Selectboard will continue to seek more ways to learn, 

communicate, and budget effectively

11



THANK YOU


