To: Halifax Zoning Board Administration July 23, 2015
From: Penfield Chester
1255 Amidon Rd. Halifax VT (about 3 miles from the quarry)

Dear ZBA,

I am out of town with family and will be unable to attend the
Tuesday July 28 meeting but was reassured at the last meeting that
we could send letters that would be read for our testimony.

[ am very concerned about how the roads will be impacted from
truck traffic for the proposed quarry. I drive Stage Rd on a regular
basis to travel to Brattleboro and our mailbox is on the corner of
Stage Rd and Amidon Rd. Knowing the road as well as I do, I am
extremely careful when approaching points where the sight
distances are poor. Those who do not know the road as well too
often approach those dangerous spots without knowing it and I
have experienced that both as the back seat driver, and being
approached from the front by a fast approaching car. This concerns
me with the increase in truck traffic. The three places that seem
most dangerous are the intersection of Stark Mtn. with Amidon, as
often vehicles coming up the road do not realize that they are
actually turning left onto Amidon. The second is at Jered Smith’s
barn, and the third is where the trucks would emerge onto Stage
Rd. It was interesting to see that the traffic study confirmed what I
experience on a personal, common sense basis that the road is not
safe. Then of course, there is the danger of Stark Mtn and the
descent to 112.

I am also concerned about how the wear and tear of the trucks will
affect the roads, costing the taxpayers money for a project that does
serve our town.

Please consider these important affects that this project will have on
Halifax as you make your decision regarding our conversation
district.

Sincerely,
Penfield Chester

/,?wgaa Checiin__



To: Halifax Zoning Board Administration July 23, 2015
From: Lesley Pollitt
1255 Amidon Rd. Halifax VT (about 3 miles from the quarry)

Dear ZBA,

I am out of town for work over the date of the next (and last quarry) hearing
about the road safety and road damage. I did attend the prior hearing but we
ran out of time and did not get to the road issue.

1 am strongly opposed to the quarry for many of the reasons mentioned in the
prior hearings. The road issue is however is one of my main concerns for the
following reasons:

- Taxes are already high in Halifax (a neighbor is having to put his house
on the market as he already cannot afford taxes) and I am very
concerned that the roads traveled by the quarry trucks (especially Stark
Mountain road which is fragile, narrow, steep and windy) will require a
lot of money to make them safe for the quarry trucks first of all, and
second will cost the town a lot to repair and maintain them given the
dramatic increase in use and wear and tear. And who pays for that —
people of the town of Halifax through (assuming increased) taxes. If this
quarry benefited the people of Halifax and the town of Halifax, that would
be a different consideration. It does not. It benefits 2 people primarily,
one of whom does not even live in Vermont, the other only here part time.

- Stark Mountain is already in my experience a ‘difficult/dangerous’ road.
Meeting other cars, let alone a big truck filled with rock, is a tense
experience as there is often not enough room to easily pull over (and one
side drops off to the river below).

- I took note that when asked how many trucks there will be the quarry
operator’s answer indicated he would start with 2 and left the impression
it would be increased (and realistically, how would we know and
monitor? — who will monitor? — the town at now another expense to the
town?)

- We often use Stark Mountain as that is how we check our mailbox when
returning from rte 112. Our mailbox is 2 miles from our house, between
the quarry and Stark Mountain Rd. Even though we are 3 miles from the
quarry, we will encounter the quarry trucks.

- Finally, we moved here to be able to keep horses (and other animals).
Riding on the dirt roads of Vermont in the conservation district was one
of the draws to moving here. The stretch between the top of Amidon Rd
and 2-3 miles toward the quarry is one of the beautiful flat stretches of



road that we ride on from our home. That would end knowing we would
likely encounter quarry trucks. I realize this is a very personal issue, and
[ wanted to mention it because it relates to choosing to live in a
conservation district. Conservation district in the Town Plan is not
intended for a quarry industry -even if there is added at the end of the
Town Plan the strange clause that talks about mineral extraction.
(Important to really understand how that got in there — whose benefit did
it serve and when was it added and who put it in!) The spirit of the Town
Plan’s intention for conservation district is VERY clear that it not be
ruined by heavy machinery and noise. "

- Lastly there are many bicyclists (sometimes as part of planned races)
who ride up past our house and along the road to be used by the quarry
trucks. Their recreational enjoyment would be severely hindered.

Thank you for all your time and focus in hearing both sides of this issue.

Sincerely,

LA ol

Lesley Pollitt



